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flocks upon the slopes, the native farmer still
tills the soil with primitive implements,
though new arrivals introduce modern ma-
chinery. The country is divided by a con-
tinuous water system, the Jordan River and
three lakes— the waters of Merom, the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea. TTest of the river
a chain of hills extends north and south; east
of it, in the north, are the mountains of Leb-
anon, the highest of which, Mount Hermon,
snow-capped in winter, is 9,000 feet high, The
southwestern part is the most fertile, and
there, on the slopes of the Judean hills, are
raised olives, figs, apricots, grapes and grain.
Across the river to the east the country is
for the most part barren.
The climate is not unhealthful, but monot-
onous. The summer season is dry and hot,
the winter rainy. The vegetation includes
both temperate and sub-tropical plants—
oaks, sycamores, ashes and cedars among
the forest trees, and almonds, azaleas, nar-
cissus, crocuses and anemones among the
flowering herbs and shrubs. Population,
1925, 804,000, of whom 600,000 were Mos-
lems, 108,000 Jews, 86,000 Christians.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the    following
titles for additional information:
Beersheba	Hebron	Lebanon,
Bethany	Jaffa	Mountains of
Bethlehem	Jericho	Nazareth
Canaanites         Jerusalem         Nebo, Mount
Crusades	Jesus Christ    Olives, Mount of
Dead Sea	Jews	Samaria
Galilee	Jordan	Syria
Gethsemane       Judea	World War
PALESTINE, texas, the county seat of
Anderson County, 100 miles southeast of
Dallas, on the International & Great North-
ern Railroad. The city is in an agricultural
and fruit-growing country, near salt mines
and deposits of iron ore. It contains rail-
road offices and shops, cotton factories and
an ice plant, and has a considerable trade in
cotton, grain, fruit and vegetables. There
is a Y. M. C. A., a Carnegie Library, a con-
vent, a city hall and three hospitals. The
place was settled in 1846 and was incorpo-
rated in 1870. The commission form of gov-
ernment was adapted in 1910. Population,
1920, 11,039; in 1930, 11,445, (Federal
census).
PALESTRINA, palestre'nah. giovanni
pierluigi da (1524r~1594), one of the great-
est of musical composers, was born at Pal-
estrina, near Rome. Pope Julius III, for-
merly a fellow townsman, made him music
director of Saint Peter's. On the death of
Julius he became organist successively of the
 churches of Saint John Lateran and Santa
Maria Maggiore. When in 1564 there arose
a need for reform in Church music, Pales-
trina composed a mass which brought him
appointment to the highest position possi-
ble for a composer in the Church of Rome.
A great celebration in his honor was held in
Rome in 1575. The works of Palestrina,
especially the masses, have been a model for
subsequent sacred music. His style was the
culmination of the simple and unemotional
music of his day and the noblest manifesta-
tion of the austere and majestic forms suited
to express deep religious sentiment.
PALISADES, palisaydz', a beautiful
series of nearly perpendicular rocky cliffs
which extend along the western bank of the
Hudson River from Haverstraw, 1ST. Y., to
AVeehawken, 1ST. J., a distance of nearly thirty
miles. The Palisades rise abruptly from the
water's edge to heights ranging from 200 to
500 feet and add much to the scenic loveli-
ness of this part of of the Hudson. Palisades
Interstate Park, 35,000 acres, extends north,
along the west bank of the Hudson River and
a short distance inland, from Dyekman Street
Ferry to Bear Mountain Park, a distance of
about 40 miles. The total cost was about
$8,000,000, borne by the two states. The
park is managed by a board of commissioners
who permit camping, picnics and any other
proper use of the grounds.
PALLA'DIUM, a metallic element found
by Wollaston in 1803. It is a ductile metal
of a bright silvery luster, having a general
resemblance to platinum, but harder, lighter
and more easily oxidized. It occurs in plat-
inum ores, in the nickel and copper ores of
Ontario and in the gold-bearing sands of
Brazil. As an alloy it is used ha the manu-
facture of scientific instruments and in mak-
ing the movements and springs of clocks. Be-
cause of its hardness it is used as a coating
for silvered ware and to some extent in den-
tistry.
PALLADIUM, originally, any statue of a
protecting deity of a city. The term is spe-
cifically applied to a statue of Minerva, said
to have fallen from heaven, and which was
preserved at Troy. The belief of the Tro-
jans was that as long as the palladium re-
mained in their city they could not be con-
quered. Diomedes and Ulysses succeeded in
carrying it off, and many legends are told
as to its fate. The Romans professed to be-
lieve that the Trojan Palladium had been

